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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/27/2010 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -33, 36-37, 41 -43 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claims 34-35, 38-40 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claims 2, 4-5, 9, 1 0-1 4, 1 9-20, 23-24, 26, 41 -43 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 

distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2, line 4, recites the limitation "the at least one of the plurality of broadcast 
programs". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 4-5 recites the limitation "the information transferred..." in lines 2-3 or 
lines 1-2 respectively. There are insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the 
claims. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the at least one selected broadcast program" in line 
2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "the at least one selected program" in line 4. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 10: line 13, recites the limitation "the program" 

line 15, recites "the selected broadcast program". 

There are insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 19 recites the limitation "the selected television program" in lines 4-5. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 20 recites the limitation "the at least one selected broadcast program" in 
line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 26 recites the limitation "the selected broadcast program" in lines 1-2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claims 41-43, each recites the limitation "the at least one selected broadcast 
program". There are insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-7, 9, 15-22, 24-33, 36-37, 41-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Uchida et al. (US 2002/0049620) in view of Adler (US 
6,249,765) and Ellis (2005/0028208 -referred to as E208). 

It is noted that US 20030149988 (referred to as E988), 7,185,355 (referred to as 
E355) and all documents incorporated by reference in E208 in their entirely (see 
include, but not limited to, E208: paragraphs 0123, 0101, 0017) are treated as part of 
the specification of E208. 

Regarding claim 1, Uchida discloses a method comprising: 

accessing the electronic calendar configured to store a plurality of event entries 
at a respective plurality of times with the event entries including a specific occurrence of 
a scheduled broadcast program (e.g., start time, title, etc. of viewing and/or recording 
reservation information - figure 5) as well at least one user-generated event entry 
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relating to a scheduled non-broadcast related event (events such as to have meal, go to 
a concert, etc. - figure 2, 5, paragraph 0074), the electronic calendar listing events in 
relation to times and dates (see include, but not limited to, figures 2, 5, paragraphs 
0074, 0090-0096); 

adding a user-generated event entry relating to a scheduled non-broadcast- 
related event to the electronic calendar and directing visual association in the electronic 
calendar of text information, pictograph, etc. with the non-broadcast-related event 
added to the electronic calendar, wherein adding the user-generated event entry and 
directing visual association of the text information, pictograph, etc. are performed by a 
processor (see include, but not limited to, figures 1-3, paragraphs 0015-0017, 0040, 
0042, 0074, 0077-0079); 

accessing an electronic programming guide, the electronic programming guide 
listing a plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast programs in relation to 
respective unique scheduled times and channels and comprising information associated 
with each of the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs (e.g., accessing EPG by 
select "EPG" icon, the EPG displays information such as program name, channel, time, 
etc. in association with each of plurality of scheduled broadcast programs- see include, 
but are not limited to, paragraphs 0026, 0044, 0058, 0083, figures 2- 4); 

directing display of the accessed electronic programming guide on the electronic 
display (e.g., directing display of accessed EPG on electronic display when EPG icon is 
selected -see include, but not limited to, figures 3-4, paragraph 0083); 
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receiving a user selection of at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast 
program of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast programs in the 
accessed electronic programming guide (e.g., receiving user selection of program of 
recording reservation, viewing reservation, etc.- see include, but not limited to, 
paragraphs 0083-0090, figures 4-7); 

Uchida further discloses in response to receiving user selection, directing visual 
association in the electronic calendar of information such as time, highlighted, 
pictograph, or text information, etc. with the at least one specific occurrence of a 
broadcast program of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast 
programs selected in the accessed electronic programming guide (see include, but are 
not limited to, figure 2, 5-7, paragraphs 0090-0095, 0109-0110). 

Uchida discloses does not explicitly disclose directing visual association (e.g., 
text information, pictograph, etc.) in the electronic calendar of a user identifier with each 
event in the electronic calendar; wherein the electronic programming guide is accessed 
in response to receive a message including a reference to a recommended broadcast 
program, and wherein at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program is the 
recommended broadcast program. 

Adler discloses directing visual association in the electronic calendar of a user 
identifier with events in an electronic calendar (see include, but not limited to, figure 12, 
col. 8, lines 30-60, col. 14, line 52-col. 15, line 12). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Uchida with the teaching of visually associating user identifier with events in electronic 
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calendar in order to yield predictable results such as to create a useful calendar in home 
and office environments, or allowing users to share calendar and following events set 
on calendar easily. 

E208 discloses wherein the electronic programming guide is accessed in 
response to receive a message including a reference to a recommended broadcast 
program, and wherein at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program is the 
recommended broadcast program (e.g., the message to access the in response to a 
message such as email, message, command, etc. received from the remote access 
device and the message and/or command including reference to the recommended 
broadcast program to be recorded, to be tuned, etc. - see include, but not limited to, 
paragraphs 01 03-01 08, 01 1 0, 01 15,011 9, 01 23, 01 25-01 27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Uchida with the teaching as taught by E208 in 
order to yield predictable results such as to allow user to access program guide easily. 

Regarding claim 41 , Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further discloses 
the selecting at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide includes 
selecting at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide, and 
thereby transferring information, associated with the at least one selected broadcast 
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program, to an electronic calendar as at least one new broadcast event entry, each new 
broadcast event entry containing the information for a corresponding selected specific 
occurrence of a broadcast program and being stored in the electronic calendar at a time 
corresponding to a broadcast time of the respective at least one selected broadcast 
program (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 4-7, paragraphs 0086- 
0095). 

Regarding claim 2, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further discloses 
at least a portion of the displayed electronic calendar is replaced on the display by the 
electronic programming guide when the electronic programming guide is accessed, and 
the electronic programming guide is removed from the display upon selection of the at 
least one of the plurality of broadcast programs (e.g., selecting EPG icon on the 
calendar and at least portion of calendar is replaced by EPG information when the EPG 
is accessed, and the EPG is removed or hidden when calendar is accessed - see 
include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 2-7, paragraphs 0090-0095, 0082). 

Regarding claim 3, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further discloses 
the scheduled broadcast programs listed in the electronic programming guide are 
television programs (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figure 4). 
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Regarding claim 4, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further discloses 
the scheduled broadcast programs listed in the electronic programming guide are 
television programs, and wherein the information transferred from the electronic 
programming guide to the electronic calendar comprises at least one of a name, start 
time, duration, and channel number of the corresponding at least one selected 
television program (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figures 4-7, paragraphs 
0090-0095). 

Regarding claim 5, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further discloses 
the information transferred comprises an identification of the at least one selected 
broadcast program (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figure 5, paragraphs 0090- 
0095). 

Regarding claim 6, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further discloses 
comprising displaying one of a reminder and recording icon in the electronic calendar 
when a broadcast program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored in the 
electronic calendar is tagged for one of a reminder and a recording function, 
respectively (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figures 2, 5, paragraphs 0091- 
0094, 0121, 0126, displaying recording icon, highlight, or recording reservation 
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information, etc. to clearly notify the kind of reservation made, when a broadcast 
program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored in the electronic calendar is 
tagged for recording function or E988: figures 11a-11c, par. 0126). 

Regarding claim 7, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 6. Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further discloses 
the broadcast program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored in the 
electronic calendar is tagged in the electronic programming guide for one of a reminder 
and a recording function, respectively (see discussion in the rejection of claim 6). 

Regarding claim 9, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further discloses 
of selecting at least one of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast 
programs in the accessed electronic programming guide comprises highlighting a listing 
in the accessed electronic programming guide corresponding to the at least one 
selected program (see include, but not limited to. Uchida: paragraphs 0083-0090, figure 
4). 

Regarding claim 30, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 41 . Uchida in view of Adler further discloses wherein 
accessing the electronic programming guide comprises accessing the electronic 
programming guide from the electronic calendar by selecting an icon associated with 
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the displayed electronic calendar (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figures 2, 3, 5, 
paragraphs 0082-0083). 

Regarding claim 36, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida further discloses directing visual 
association in the electronic calendar text information, icon, etc. with the at least one 
specific occurrence of a broadcast program of the plurality of scheduled broadcast 
programs selected in the accessed electronic programming guide includes automatically 
directing visual association in the electronic calendar textual information, pictograph, 
etc. with at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs selected in the accessed electronic program guide (see 
discussion in the rejection of claim 1, and paragraphs 0091-0094, 0096, 0126, 0109- 
01 10, 0121). Uchida does not explicitly disclose the text information, icon, pictograph, 
etc. visually associated with selected events in the electronic calendar comprises user 
identifier. Adler disclose visually associating in the electronic calendar user identifier 
with event and automatically visually associating in the electronic calendar a user 
identifier with event on electronic calendar (see discussion in the rejection of claim 1, 
and col. 9, lines 25-62, col. 14, line 50-col. 15, line 10). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Uchida with the teaching of visually 
associating a user identifier with an event on electronic calendar for the benefit as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. 
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Regarding claim 37, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 41 . Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further 
discloses, wherein selecting at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program of 
the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming 
guide, and thereby transferring information to an electronic calendar as at least one new 
broadcast event entry includes selecting at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast 
program of the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic 
programming guide, and thereby transferring information as at least one new broadcast 
event entry to an electronic calendar that is integrated with the electronic programming 
guide (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida, figures 4-5, paragraphs 0090-0095). 

Regarding claim 15, the limitations of the apparatus that correspond to the limitations of 
the method as claimed in claim 1 are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claim 1 , wherein "processor" is read on the CPU and other component in 
television receiver for retrieving, processing the electronic program guide and displaying 
the electronic program guide on the display device, a control signal is read on signal 
received in response to user selections (see include, but not limited to, figures 1-15). 
Uchida in view of Adler further discloses memory for storing programs executed by 
processor/CPU to perform functions (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: paragraphs 
0042-0043). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
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computer program codes in memory in order for the functions to be performed 
automatically by the processor. 

Regarding claims 18 and 24, the additional limitations of the apparatus as claimed 
correspond to the additional limitations of the method as claimed in claims 3 and 9 and 
are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claims 3 and 9. 

Regarding claim 42, the limitations that correspond to the limitations of claim 41 are 
analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 41 ; wherein the storage 
device is interpreted as storage such as ROM, RAM, EEPROM, or other memory for 
storing electronic calendar - see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 1-7). 

Regarding claims 31 , 19-22, the additional limitations that correspond to the additional 
limitations of 30, 4-7 are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejections of claims 
30, 4-7. 

Regarding claim 32, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida further discloses the electronic calendar is 
configured to store event entries for a user, wherein the selecting at least one specific 
occurrence of a broadcast program of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide includes selecting a 
plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast programs respectively 
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associated with user (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 2, 5), and 
wherein the directing visual association (e.g., textual information, pictograph, etc.) in the 
electronic calendar with the at least one specific occurrence of the plurality of scheduled 
broadcast programs selected in the accessed electronic programming guide includes 
directing visual association in the electronic calendar (pictograph, text information, icon, 
etc.) with corresponding ones of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs (see discussion in the rejection of claim 1 and figures 1-6, 
paragraph 0090-0094, 0121 , 0126). Adler discloses storing event entries for a plurality 
of users and visually associating a user identifier in the electronic calendar with 
corresponding ones of the plurality events in the electronic calendar (see discussion in 
the rejection of claim 1 , and figure 12). However, Uchida in view of Adler does not 
explicitly disclose plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled program respectively 
associated with a plurality of users. 

E208 further discloses select a plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs respectively associated with a plurality of users (see include, but 
are not limited to, E355: figure 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Uchida in view of 
Adler with the teaching of visually associating a user identifier in the electronic program 
guide as further taught by E208 in order to yield predictable results such as allowing 
user to select desired programs easily. 
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Regarding claim 33, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 15. Uchida in view of Adler further discloses the 
processor is configured to select a plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs and wherein the processor is further configured to visually 
associate in the electronic calendar respective user identifiers with corresponding one of 
the specific occurrences of the plurality of scheduled programs selected in the accessed 
electronic program guide, the respective user identifiers providing an indication of a 
respective one of the plurality of users with which each of the plurality of scheduled 
program is associated (see include, but not limited to, discussion in the rejection of 
claim 1,15 and Uchida: figures 1 -6, Alder: figure 1 2). However, Uchida in view of Adler 
does not explicitly disclose plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled program 
respectively associated with a plurality of users. 

E208 further discloses select a plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs respectively associated with a plurality of users (see include, but 
are not limited to, E355: figure 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Uchida in view of 
Adler with the teaching of visually associating a user identifier in the electronic program 
guide as further taught by E208 in order to yield predictable results such as allowing 
user to select desired programs easily. 

Regarding claim 16, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 42. Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further 
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discloses an output component configured to generate a video output signal capable of 
driving a monitor, the video output signal being capable of displaying on the monitor the 
electronic calendar and the electronic programming guide (see include, but are not 
limited to, Uchida: figures 1-5). 

Regarding claim 17, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 16. Uchida in view of Adler and E208 further 
discloses the video output signal is such that at least a portion of the electronic calendar 
when displayed is replaced by the electronic programming guide when the electronic 
programming guide is accessed, and the electronic programming guide when displayed 
is removed upon selection of a broadcast program (see figures 1-5 and discussion in 
the rejection of claim 2). 

Regarding claims 25-26, the limitations as claimed correspond to the limitations of 
claims 15, 18, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claims 15, 
18. 

Regarding claims 43, 27-29, the limitations that correspond to the limitations of claims 
42, 19, 21-22 are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claims 42, 19, 21-22. 
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7. Claims 8, 23, 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Uchida in view of Adler and E208 as applied to claim 1 or 1 5 above, and further in 
view of Yuen et al. (6,430,359). 

Regarding claim 8, Uchida in view of Adler and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Alder and E208 further discloses 
wherein the selecting at least one of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide (see include, but are 
not limited to, Uchida: paragraphs 0083-0090). However, Uchida does not explicitly 
disclose selecting comprises entering a code for a selected program, the code uniquely 
identifying the selected program. 

Yuen discloses selecting program in the electronic program guide comprises 
entering a code for a selected program, the code uniquely identifying the selected 
program (interpreted as select a program comprises entering compressed code or G- 
code, the compressed code or G-code uniquely identifying the selected program - see 
include, but not limited to, col. 16, lines 5-41, figure 8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Uchida to use the teaching as taught by Yuen in order yield predictable results such as 
to enter information of selected program simpler, faster and less error-prone (see col. 2, 
lines 24-31). 
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Regarding claim 23, the additional limitations correspond to the additional limitations of 
claim 8 and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 8. 

Regarding claim 10, Uchida discloses a method comprising: 

accessing an electronic calendar capable of storing a plurality of event entries at 
a respective plurality of times, the electronic calendar listing events in relation to times 
and dates (see include, but are not limited to, figures 2, 5); 

directing display of the accessed electronic calendar on an electronic display 
(figures 2, 5 and discussion in the rejection of claim 1); 

directing transfer of the information, associated with the at least one selected 
broadcast program, to an electronic calendar as at least one new broadcast entry, each 
new broadcast entry containing the information for a corresponding selected specific 
occurrence of a broadcast program and being stored in the electronic calendar at a time 
corresponding to a broadcast time of the respective at least one selected broadcast 
program (see include, but not limited to, figures 27, paragraphs 0086-0094, 0121, 
0126); 

for the limitations that correspond to limitations of claims 1 , 8, 37. 41 are 
analyzed as discussed in the rejections of claims 1 , 8, 37, 41 . 

Regarding claims 11-14, the additional limitations as claimed correspond to the 
additional limitations as claims in claims 3-4, 6-7, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claims 3-4, 6-7. 
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8. Claims 1 -7, 9, 1 5-22, 24-33, 36-37, 41 -43 are alternatively rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Uchida et al. (US 2002/0049620) in view of 
Lawande et al. (US 6,934,740) and E208. 

Regarding claim 1, Uchida discloses a method comprising: 

accessing the electronic calendar configured to store a plurality of event entries 
at a respective plurality of times with the event entries including a specific occurrence of 
a scheduled broadcast program (e.g., start time, title, etc. of viewing and/or recording 
reservation information - figure 5) as well at least one user-generated event entry 
relating to a scheduled non-broadcast related event (events such as to have meal, go to 
a concert, etc. - figure 2, 5, paragraph 0074), the electronic calendar listing events in 
relation to times and dates (see include, but not limited to, figures 2, 5, paragraphs 
0074, 0090-0096); 

adding a user-generated event entry relating to a scheduled non-broadcast- 
related event to the electronic calendar and directing visual association in the electronic 
calendar of text information, pictograph, etc. with the non-broadcast-related event 
added to the electronic calendar, wherein adding the user-generated event entry and 
directing visual association of the text information, pictograph, etc. are performed by a 
processor (see include, but not limited to, figures 1-3, paragraphs 0015-0017, 0040, 
0042, 0074, 0077-0079); 
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accessing an electronic programming guide, the electronic programming guide 
listing a plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast programs in relation to 
respective unique scheduled times and channels and comprising information associated 
with each of the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs (e.g., accessing EPG by 
select "EPG" icon, the EPG displays information such as program name, channel, time, 
etc. in association with each of plurality of scheduled broadcast programs- see include, 
but are not limited to, paragraphs 0026, 0044, 0058, 0083, figures 2- 4); 

directing display of the accessed electronic programming guide on the electronic 
display (e.g., directing display of accessed EPG on electronic display when EPG icon is 
selected -see include, but not limited to, figures 3-4, paragraph 0083); 

receiving a user selection of at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast 
program of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast programs in the 
accessed electronic programming guide (e.g., receiving user selection of program of 
recording reservation, viewing reservation, etc.- see include, but not limited to, 
paragraphs 0083-0090, figures 4-7); 

Uchida further discloses in response to receiving user selection, directing visual 
association in the electronic calendar of information such as time, highlighted, 
pictograph, or text information, etc. with the at least one specific occurrence of a 
broadcast program of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast 
programs selected in the accessed electronic programming guide (see include, but are 
not limited to, figure 2, 5-7, paragraphs 0090-0095, 0109-01 10). 
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Uchida discloses does not explicitly disclose directing visual association (e.g., 
text information, pictograph, etc.) in the electronic calendar of a user identifier with each 
event in the electronic calendar; wherein the electronic programming guide is accessed 
in response to receive a message including a reference to a recommended broadcast 
program, and wherein at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program is the 
recommended broadcast program. 

Lawande discloses directing visual association in the electronic calendar of a 
user identifier with events in an electronic calendar (see include, but not limited to, 
figures 17-26, col. 30, lines 1-14, col. 44, lines 5-47, col. 46, line 25-col. 53, line 9). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Uchida with the teaching of visually associating user 
identifier with events in electronic calendar in order to yield predictable results such as 
to create a useful calendar in home and office environments, or to improve efficiently 
uses the resources available in a client device (col. 6, lines 45-50). 

E208 discloses wherein the electronic programming guide is accessed in 
response to receive a message including a reference to a recommended broadcast 
program, and wherein at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program is the 
recommended broadcast program (e.g., the message to access the in response to a 
message such as email, message, command, etc. received from the remote access 
device and the message and/or command including reference to the recommended 
broadcast program to be recorded, to be tuned, etc. - see include, but not limited to, 
paragraphs 01 03-01 08, 01 1 0, 01 1 5, 01 1 9, 01 23, 01 25-01 27). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Uchida with the teaching as taught by E208 in 
order to yield predictable results such as to allow user to access program guide easily. 

Regarding claim 41 , Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses the selecting at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program of the 
plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming 
guide includes selecting at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program of the 
plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming 
guide, and thereby transferring information, associated with the at least one selected 
broadcast program, to an electronic calendar as at least one new broadcast event entry, 
each new broadcast event entry containing the information for a corresponding selected 
specific occurrence of a broadcast program and being stored in the electronic calendar 
at a time corresponding to a broadcast time of the respective at least one selected 
broadcast program (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 4-7, paragraphs 
0086-0095). 

Regarding claim 2, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses at least a portion of the displayed electronic calendar is replaced on the 
display by the electronic programming guide when the electronic programming guide is 
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accessed, and the electronic programming guide is removed from the display upon 
selection of the at least one of the plurality of broadcast programs (e.g., selecting EPG 
icon on the calendar and at least portion of calendar is replaced by EPG information 
when the EPG is accessed, and the EPG is removed or hidden when calendar is 
accessed - see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 2-7, paragraphs 0090- 
0095, 0082). 

Regarding claim 3, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses the scheduled broadcast programs listed in the electronic programming guide 
are television programs (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figure 4). 

Regarding claim 4, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses the scheduled broadcast programs listed in the electronic programming guide 
are television programs, and wherein the information transferred from the electronic 
programming guide to the electronic calendar comprises at least one of a name, start 
time, duration, and channel number of the corresponding at least one selected 
television program (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figures 4-7, paragraphs 
0090-0095). 
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Regarding claim 5, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses the information transferred comprises an identification of the at least one 
selected broadcast program (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figure 5, 
paragraphs 0090-0095). 

Regarding claim 6, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses comprising displaying one of a reminder and recording icon in the electronic 
calendar when a broadcast program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored 
in the electronic calendar is tagged for one of a reminder and a recording function, 
respectively (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figures 2, 5, paragraphs 0091- 
0094, 0121, 0126, displaying recording icon, highlight, or recording reservation 
information, etc. to clearly notify the kind of reservation made, when a broadcast 
program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored in the electronic calendar is 
tagged for recording function). 

Regarding claim 7, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 6. Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses the broadcast program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored in 
the electronic calendar is tagged in the electronic programming guide for one of a 
reminder and a recording function, respectively (see discussion in the rejection of claim 
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Regarding claim 9, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses of selecting at least one of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide comprises 
highlighting a listing in the accessed electronic programming guide corresponding to the 
at least one selected program (see include, but not limited to. Uchida: paragraphs 0083- 
0090, figure 4). 

Regarding claim 30, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 41 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses wherein accessing the electronic programming guide comprises accessing the 
electronic programming guide from the electronic calendar by selecting an icon 
associated with the displayed electronic calendar (see include, but not limited to, 
Uchida: figures 2, 3, 5, paragraphs 0082-0083). 

Regarding claim 36, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida further discloses directing visual 
association in the electronic calendar text information, icon, etc. with the at least one 
specific occurrence of a broadcast program of the plurality of scheduled broadcast 
programs selected in the accessed electronic programming guide includes automatically 
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directing visual association in the electronic calendar textual information, pictograph, 
etc. with at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs selected in the accessed electronic program guide (see 
discussion in the rejection of claim 1, and paragraphs 0091-0094, 0096, 0126, 0109- 
01 10, 0121). Uchida does not explicitly disclose the text information, icon, pictograph, 
etc. visually associated with selected events in the electronic calendar comprises user 
identifier. Lawande disclose visually associating in the electronic calendar user identifier 
with event and automatically visually associating in the electronic calendar a user 
identifier with event on electronic calendar (see discussion in the rejection of claim 1 , 
and col. 44, line 5-col. 53, line 9, figure18-20, 26). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Uchida with the teaching of visually 
associating a user identifier with an event on electronic calendar for the benefit as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1. 

Regarding claim 37, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 41 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses, wherein selecting at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast program of 
the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming 
guide, and thereby transferring information to an electronic calendar as at least one new 
broadcast event entry includes selecting at least one specific occurrence of a broadcast 
program of the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic 
programming guide, and thereby transferring information as at least one new broadcast 
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event entry to an electronic calendar that is integrated with the electronic programming 
guide (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida, figures 4-5, paragraphs 0090-0095). 

Regarding claim 15, the limitations of the apparatus that correspond to the limitations of 
the method as claimed in claim 1 are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claim 1 , wherein "processor" is read on the CPU and other component in 
television receiver for retrieving, processing the electronic program guide and displaying 
the electronic program guide on the display device, a control signal is read on signal 
received in response to user selections (see include, but not limited to, figures 1-15). 
Uchida in view of Lawande further discloses memory for storing programs executed by 
processor/CPU to perform functions (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: paragraphs 
0042-0043; Lawande: figures 10-11, 17-26). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate computer program codes in memory in order for 
the functions to be performed automatically by the processor. 

Regarding claims 18 and 24, the additional limitations of the apparatus as claimed 
correspond to the additional limitations of the method as claimed in claims 3 and 9 and 
are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claims 3 and 9. 

Regarding claim 42, the limitations that correspond to the limitations of claim 41 are 
analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 41 ; wherein the storage 
device is interpreted as storage such as ROM, RAM, EEPROM, or other memory for 
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storing electronic calendar - see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 1-7; 
Lawande: figures 10-11, 17-26). 

Regarding claims 31, 19-22, the additional limitations that correspond to the additional 
limitations of 30, 4-7 are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejections of claims 
30, 4-7. 

Regarding claim 32, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida further discloses the electronic calendar is 
configured to store event entries for a user, wherein the selecting at least one specific 
occurrence of a broadcast program of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide includes selecting a 
plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled broadcast programs respectively 
associated with user (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 2, 5), and 
wherein the directing visual association (e.g., textual information, pictograph, etc.) in the 
electronic calendar with the at least one specific occurrence of the plurality of scheduled 
broadcast programs selected in the accessed electronic programming guide includes 
directing visual association in the electronic calendar (pictograph, text information, icon, 
etc.) with corresponding ones of the plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs (see discussion in the rejection of claim 1 and figures 1-6, 
paragraph 0090-0094, 0121 , 0126). Lawande discloses storing event entries for a 
plurality of users and visually associating a user identifier in the electronic calendar with 
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corresponding ones of the plurality events in the electronic calendar (see discussion in 
the rejection of claim 1 , and figures 16-26). However, Uchida in view of Lawande does 
not explicitly disclose plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled program 
respectively associated with a plurality of users. 

E208 further discloses select a plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs respectively associated with a plurality of users (see include, but 
are not limited to, E355: figure 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Uchida in view of 
Lawande with the teaching of visually associating a user identifier in the electronic 
program guide as further taught by E208 in order to yield predictable results such as 
allowing user to select desired programs easily. 

Regarding claim 33, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 15. Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses the processor is configured to select a plurality of specific occurrences of 
scheduled broadcast programs and wherein the processor is further configured to 
visually associate in the electronic calendar respective user identifiers with 
corresponding one of the specific occurrences of the plurality of scheduled programs 
selected in the accessed electronic program guide, the respective user identifiers 
providing an indication of a respective one of the plurality of users with which each of 
the plurality of scheduled program is associated (see include, but not limited to, 
discussion in the rejection of claim 1,15 and Uchida: figures 1-6, Lawande: figures 16- 
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26). However, Uchida in view of Lawande does not explicitly disclose plurality of specific 
occurrences of scheduled program respectively associated with a plurality of users. 

E208 further discloses select a plurality of specific occurrences of scheduled 
broadcast programs respectively associated with a plurality of users (see include, but 
are not limited to, E355: figure 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Uchida in view of 
Lawande with the teaching of visually associating a user identifier in the electronic 
program guide as further taught by E208 in order to yield predictable results such as 
allowing user to select desired programs easily. 

Regarding claim 16, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 42. Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses an output component configured to generate a video output signal capable of 
driving a monitor, the video output signal being capable of displaying on the monitor the 
electronic calendar and the electronic programming guide (see include, but are not 
limited to, Uchida: figures 1-5). 

Regarding claim 17, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 16. Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses the video output signal is such that at least a portion of the electronic calendar 
when displayed is replaced by the electronic programming guide when the electronic 
programming guide is accessed, and the electronic programming guide when displayed 
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is removed upon selection of a broadcast program (see figures 1-5 and discussion in 
the rejection of claim 2). 

Regarding claims 25-26, the limitations as claimed correspond to the limitations of 
claims 15, 18, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claims 15, 
18. 

Regarding claims 43, 27-29, the limitations that correspond to the limitations of claims 
42, 19, 21-22 are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claims 42, 19, 21-22. 

9. Claims 8, 23, 10-14 are alternatively rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 as applied to claim 1 or 15 
above, and further in view of Yuen et al. (6,430,359). 

Regarding claim 8, Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 discloses the method as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 further 
discloses wherein the selecting at least one of the plurality of specific occurrences of 
scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide (see 
include, but are not limited to, Uchida: paragraphs 0083-0090). However, Uchida in view 
of Lawande does not explicitly disclose selecting comprises entering a code for a 
selected program, the code uniquely identifying the selected program. 
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Yuen discloses selecting program in the electronic program guide comprises 
entering a code for a selected program, the code uniquely identifying the selected 
program (interpreted as select a program comprises entering compressed code or G- 
code, the compressed code or G-code uniquely identifying the selected program - see 
include, but not limited to, col. 16, lines 5-41, figure 8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Uchida in view of Lawande and E208 to use the teaching as taught by Yuen in order 
yield predictable results such as to enter information of selected program simpler, faster 
and less error-prone (see col. 2, lines 24-31). 

Regarding claim 23, the additional limitations correspond to the additional limitations of 
claim 8 and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 8. 

Regarding claim 10, Uchida discloses a method comprising: 

accessing an electronic calendar capable of storing a plurality of event entries at 
a respective plurality of times, the electronic calendar listing events in relation to times 
and dates (see include, but are not limited to, figures 2, 5); 

directing display of the accessed electronic calendar on an electronic display 
(figures 2, 5 and discussion in the rejection of claim 1); 

directing transfer of the information, associated with the at least one selected 
broadcast program, to an electronic calendar as at least one new broadcast entry, each 
new broadcast entry containing the information for a corresponding selected specific 



Application/Control Number: 10/035,557 Page 33 

Art Unit: 2424 

occurrence of a broadcast program and being stored in the electronic calendar at a time 
corresponding to a broadcast time of the respective at least one selected broadcast 
program (see include, but not limited to, figures 27, paragraphs 0086-0094, 0121, 
0126); 

for the limitations that correspond to limitations of claims 1 , 8, 37. 41 are 
analyzed as discussed in the rejections of claims 1 , 8, 37, 41 . 

Regarding claims 11-14, the additional limitations as claimed correspond to the 
additional limitations as claims in claims 3-4, 6-7, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claims 3-4, 6-7. 



Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Wong et al. (US 7,673,315) discloses system and method for providing program 
criteria representing audio and/or visual programming. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SON P. HUYNH whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7295. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 6:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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